Richardson congratulates winners, promises more support for sports
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Commissioner of Sports Frans Richardson welcomed returning Kingdom Games athletes and dancers during a special press briefing at the Government Administration Building Saturday.

PHILIPSBURG—Sports needs and deserves its own department in government, St. Maarten should revisit its decision to remain a part of the Netherlands Antilles Olympic Committee and the hosting of the Kingdom Games should rotate among each of the participants as it has in the past.

These were but a few of the things the Commissioner of Sports Frans Richardson told athletes and dancers returning from the

Kingdom Games Saturday. 

Richardson held a press briefing at the Government building to welcome the group of under 17 year olds home.

“We are all proud of you,” said the Commissioner. Richardson went on to say, “I’m sure the Netherlands Antilles teams would not have won as many medals as they did without you.”

But as the commissioner honored the returning medal winners he looked to the future of sports on St. Maarten, the Kingdom

Games and even explored the possibilities of St. Maarteners making it to the Olympics.

The commissioner started by telling the group, which included family and friends, that St. Maarten needs both a Sports Department and a non governmental foundation.

The commissioner said he has had discussions with many people in the private sector that are willing to donate money to support sport programs. However, the businesses want assurance the money will be used for the programs it was intended for.

“They want to be sure the money does not go straight into the government’s coffers,” said Richardson. 

The commissioner went on to say he was working on a sports policy that he hopes to have in place within six months that would provide the needed structure for sports to grow.

The commissioner was critical of NAOC. He stated that in its present form NAOC does not represent St. Maarten adequately.

The commissioner promised the young athletes he would do everything within his power to help them further athletic careers and perhaps even reach the Olympics. 

The commissioner mentioned the need to upgrade the training of the athletes as well as coaches on St. Maarten.

The commissioner also questioned the need to stop rotating the hosting of the Kingdom Games. “They are turning the Games into a bidding war,” said Richardson.

The Kingdom Games began in 1966. The Kingdom Games were established to foster better relations between the Kingdom partners. Back then the sports event was called the Dutch Commonwealth Games.

The Netherlands, Curacao, Aruba and Suriname competed annually until 1975 when Suriname gained its independence and stopped participating. The competition died. The games were revived in 1995 on a biennial basis, with the Netherlands, Curacao and Aruba as participants. The Netherlands Antilles further rotated the games. 

St. Maarten last hosted in 1999. Aruba hosted in 2003 and again in 2009. Curacao hosted the Games in 1997, 2005 and have announced they will host the Games in 2011. Netherlands hosted in 2001 and 2007.

Now that it is St. Maarten’s turn, Curacao announced at the closing ceremonies in Aruba that they would host the Games in

2011. 

Netherlands hosted in 2001 and 2007.

Now that it is St. Maarten’s turn, Curacao announced at the closing ceremonies in Aruba that they would host the games. The organizing committee has further gone to the media and stated that NAOC supports their bid, “As Curacao is preparing

for separate status and needs their sport facilities to be upgraded.”

The commissioner also noted that St. Maarten has not been well represented on the Netherlands Antilles teams. Six athletes made the team of more that 100 in 2009 and nine in 2007.

Richardson looks forward to 2011 when St. Maarten with separate status will no longer be a part of the Netherlands Antilles team but will feature its own team.

The commissioner went on to say that basketball should be brought back to the games. He went on to remind the group that St. Maarten had dominated the Antillean basketball team in the Kingdom Games.

He concluded by announcing that he had put a bid in to have St. Maarten, Saba and St. Eustatius host the Games jointly in 2011. 

If the bid is successful some of the events, for the first time, will be played on Saba and St. Eustatius.

The briefing ended with a short video clip recapping the 2009 Kingdom Games as well as the cultural performance of the Motiance Dance School. They saw Emmy Fraenk win a gold medal as she chased down and blew past the runner from Netherlands in the 400 meters and won a second gold in the 4 by 100 relay.

The tape also featured St. Maarten swimmer Naomi Korstanje as she touched the wall first for a gold medal in the butterfly.

The commissioner promised to have copies of the presentation made and distributed to all the athletes and dancers.
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 St. Maartener track star Emmy Fraenk won gold                                        Luis Gonzalez-Tejada represented St. Maarten on 

in the 400 meters and also was part of the 4 by 100.                                     the baseball He is the sixth player from the Pony 

relay that took team gold.                                                                               League to make a Netherlands Antilles selection.
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St. Maarten swimmer                                            Jonathan Samuel (L) was greeted at the Airport by tae kwon do coaches

Naomi Korstanje returned home                         (C) Jason Juliet and Theo Liu. Samuel won a silver medal.

with three gold medals and two silver.
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David van Heyningen on the mound against Aruba. 

Van Heyningen pitched three innings for the Netherlands Antilles

Taken from the Daily Herald, August 4th 2009
Games Athletes start returning
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Three St. Maarten athletes who competed in the 2009 Kingdom Games in Aruba returned home Sunday.

PHILIPSBURG--The first three St. Maarten athletes who competed in the 2009 Kingdom Games in Aruba started to return home Sunday.

The first group of two arrived in the morning. Track star Emmy Fraenk and tae kwon do specialist Jonathan Samuel were greeted by family and friends complete with welcome home signs. raenk returned with three

gold medals. She placed first in the 400m and ran as part of the Netherlands Antilles winning four by 100m relay and in the medley relay.

Samuel received a silver medal. He competed only against Aruba as the Netherlands did not have anyone in his weight category. The match lasted 3 rounds of 2 minutes. The score was 11 to 7.

Later in the day swimmer Naomie Korstanje returned home with several medals too. She won gold in breast stroke taking 

first place in the 50, 100 and 200m. She was second overall in back

stroke taking first in the 50, second in the 100 and fourth in the 200. She was second overall in the 200 IM and the 50 and 100 fly. She placed third overall in free style with a second in the 50m, third in the 100 and third in the 200.

Still to return are St. Maarten’s two baseball players (Tuesday) and one softballer (Saturday).
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